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“Corruption Will not be Tolerated on Board Vessels in Nigeria” -  

Hassan Bello 

...Harps on integrity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Nigerian Shippers' Coun-
cil (NSC), Mr. Hassan Bello, has said that corruption is responsible for the poor rat-
ing of Nigeria in the Global Corruption Ranking Index, and therefore said that cor-
ruption will no longer be tolerated on board vessels in Nigeria. 

Bello made this known while speaking during a meeting with agencies on Joint 
Boarding of Vessels held at the NSC’s Headquarters in Lagos, recently. 

“Nigeria is ranked ‘149’ in Global Corruption Ranking out of 180 countries. This 
poor ranking of our country is because of corruption and other illicit activities on 
board vessels in the country. This anomaly must be addressed at the nation's ports”, 
he said. 

According to the CEO, the European Union and shipping communities have com-
plained severely about the delay at Nigerian ports and has consequences on the na-
tion’s economy. 

Hassan Bello, ES/CEO, Nigerian Shippers’ Council 
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 “Shipping is time-bound, and we face serious competition from other neighbouring 
ports. Why should Nigeria have 22 to 28 days ship turnaround time when others 
achieve it in 7 days?”, he asked. 

Bello maintained that the Joint Boarding of Vessel is in line with the international 
best practice. 

Speaking on the Electronic call-up system, the NSC’s boss expressed optimism that 
the traffic situation in Apapa would soon be over. 

He commended the Federal Government for the rail 
system connecting Apapa port to other locations to 
ease congestion on the port access roads. 

The Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA), Hadiza Bala Usman, affirmed the agency’s 
readiness to sanction any failure to comply with the 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) in line with     
Nigerian Port Process Manual (NPPM). 

She was represented by the General Manager, Public-Private Partnership Council, 
Mrs. Eniola Williams. 

Also speaking on behalf of Nigeria Customs Service, the Deputy Comptroller, Ad-
ministration, Idoroko Border, DC Dear Nnadi stated that integrity must be priori-
tized in the joint exercise. 

He stressed that each organization should provide its mandate with respect to board 
ship inspection. 

Nnadi suggested that the mandate of various government agencies on ship inspection 
should be availed the NPPM’s team and the SOP should be measured with the re-
ports of ship captains after inspection. 

The NSC boss inaugurated the Port Standing Committee of Nigerian Port Process 

Manual. The committee includes Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), Nigerian Port 

Authority (NPA), Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences Com-

mission (ICPC) and Directorate of State Security (DSS). 
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NPPM: PCC Calls for Shippers’ Council Involvement in all Processes in 

 Nigeria's Ports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman, Nigerian Ports Consultative Council, Otunba Kunle Folarin, has 
called for the Nigerian Shippers’ Council involvement in all processes at the nation's 
ports. 

Otunba Folarin made this known while speaking during a meeting held at NSC’s 
Headquarters in Lagos, recently. 

Otunba Folarin maintained that the Shippers’ Council was instrumental in the land-
mark development recorded so far at the Nigerian ports, noting that the agency 
should be part of any committee reviewing documents on shipping operation in the 
country. 

He said the pronouncement of NSC as the lead agency on the implementation of Ni-
gerian Ports Process Manual (NPPM) by the Federal Government was a welcomed de-
velopment.  

Otunba Kunle Folarin, Chairman, Nigerian Ports  

Consultative Council 
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He urged NSC to collaborate with Nigerian Ports Authority to enable it re-
ceive information of vessels berthing at the ports. 

Speaking, the Executive Secretary and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello, said the 
agency would from time to time require the assis-
tance of the Port Consultative Council, particularly 
in the technical areas of shipping operations. 

Bello, who described Otunba Folarin as an encyclo-
pedia in shipping/transport manage-
ment commended the Port Consultative Council 
for the pivotal role it has played at the Nigerian 
ports. 
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FG Extends Lagos- Ibadan Railway Project to Apapa to Free up Roads - 
Amaechi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Federal Government has extended the Lagos-Ibadan rail modernization project 
from its original destination at Ebute-metta to Apapa Ports to allow for massive 
freight movement, and to also free up Lagos roads. 

Minister of Transportation, RT. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi, made the declara-
tion while briefing newsmen after inspecting the three mega stations and seven mi-
nor stations of the newly constructed standard gauge in Lagos, recently. 

According to him, an inspection of the Lagos-Ibadan standard gauge is to put finish-
ing touches to the 157km fast rail. 

While at the port, he frowned at indiscriminate parking of trucks on old narrow-
gauge tracks along the corridor. 

Lagos-Ibadan Rail Modernization Project 
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To ascertain the level of work at the port, the Minister took a train from the Mega 
station at Ebute-Metta to Apapa which has been connected to the standard gauge. 

The Minister was accompanied by the Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of 
Transportation, Dr. Magdalene Ajani, Chairman, Governing Board of the Nigerian 

Railway Corporation (NRC), Mallam Musa 
Al-Hassan, Managing Director of NRC, 
Fideth Okhiria. 

Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi, Minister of 
Transportation 
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Registration: Shippers’ Council Gives a Month Grace to Regulated Service 

 Providers at Nigerian Ports 

...Says failure will attract sanctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC) has given a month grace to all regulated ser-
vice providers working at the nation’s seaports to register with the Council, failure to 
comply would attract sanctions.  

The regulated service providers of Nigerian ports include the Nigerian Ports Authori-
ty (NPA), seaport terminal operators, shipping companies, and shipping agents, In-
land Container Depot operators, Stevedoring companies/cargoes consolidators, logis-
tics firms, and freight forwarders/clearing agents as contained in NSC’s official ga-
zette of Port Economic Regulations, Section 31 volume 102 of the Law of Federal Re-
public of Nigeria. 

Hassan Bello, ES/CEO, NSC 
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Speaking at the sensitization clinic on registration for reg-
ulated service providers held at NSC’s Headquarters in 
Lagos, the Executive Secretary/Chief Executive Officer, 
Mr. Hassan Bello, said the registration of regulated service 
providers is in line with Council’s mandate as Port Eco-
nomic Regulator. 

  

Bello was represented by the Director, Consumer Affairs 
Department, Chief Cajetan Agu. 

He said that despite the workshops the Council has orga-
nized for the service providers, only a few have registered with the agency. 

According to him, NSC as Port Economic Regulator is mandated to institute an ef-
fective regulatory regime at the nation’s seaports. 

Speaking further, Bello maintained that the benefit of the registration is to ensure 
strict compliance with Nigerian Laws. Others include the need to know the various 
regulated service providers, authenticating the genuineness of service providers, regu-
late entry and exit, among others. 

Chief Cajetan Agu, Director, 
Consumer Affairs, NSC 
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Shippers’ Council Receives a Review of Business Report on  

Dala Inland Dry Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reviewed Business Report of Dala Inland Dry Port project in Kano State has 
been presented to the Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC) by the Management part-
ner, CEO of Public-Private Partnership Advisories, Hon. Muhammed Kumalia, at the 
NSC's office in Abuja. 

The important milestones come after the bankability, viability, and sustainability of 
the Inland Dry Port project has been ascertained. 

Speaking during the ceremony, the Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer 
of the Council, Mr. Hassan Bello, said the project is aimed at decongesting the na-
tion’s ports and highlight the achievability of the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA). 

The locations of the dry port would boost trade and reduce barriers to international 
trade. He added that the dry port would be a complement to the Kano-Katsina-Jibiya-

Hon. Mohammed Kamalia, Managing Partner/CEO (right), Presenting the  
Reviewed Full Business Report of the Dala Inland Dry Port to Hassan Bello, ES/

CEO, NSC (middle), and the Chairman, Dala IDP, Abubakar Bauro (left) 
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Maradi rail line and Lagos-Kano Standard Gauge Railway, which will be integrated 
into the project. 

The Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC) has consistently provided support to the con-
cessionaires within the confines of the implementation guidelines and extant legisla-

tions. 

The Dry Port project is expected to create value for 
money by reducing transport cost and saving time in 
the movement of cargo to the hinterland, while in-
creasing accessibility to the Nigerian landlocked 
neighbors in the North. 

Dala Inland Dry Port, which was concessioned in 
2006 along with six other inland dry ports suffered a setback such as lack of accessi-
bility to long-term funding, lack of support from earlier administrations and regulato-
ry gaps that existed when the concession exercise was initiated. 

However, in 2018, the Inland Dry Port received a boost when it found a new investor. 
The reviewed Business Report is to be sent to the Infrastructure Concession Regula-
tory Commission (ICRC) through the Minister of Transportation, RT. Hon. Rotimi 
Chibuike Amaechi. 
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Shippers’ Council Assures Barge Operators of Capacity Protection  

Against Foreign Domination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nigerian Shippers' Council has pointed out that the role of Barges at the Nigeri-
an Port cannot be overemphasized and therefore assured the barge operators of the 
need to protect the business against the incessant foreigners, using Cabotage Act if 
applicable. 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Council, Mr. Hassan Bel-
lo gave the assurance during a meeting between NSC and the Executives of Barge 
Operators Association of Nigeria (BOAN), held at the agency’s Headquarters, in La-
gos, recently. 
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“It is important to look at Cabotage Act and see how barge operations will be fit into 
the areas that are important to Nigerians”, he said. 

According to him, the business of barges operations in Nigeria must not be an all-
corner affair, noting that there should be regulations for entry and exit into the busi-
ness. 

“It is especially important to safeguard barge operations in Nigeria. It is a means of 
conveying cargoes and bringing them out of the ports. It is one of the multimodal ap-
proaches we have been talking about. This service would go a long way to make our 
port attractive. 

“However, barge operation is specialized, and a lot 
of technical and economic regulations are required.” 

Speaking earlier, the President of BOAN, Mr. Ede-
ma Keliekume, identified non-accessibility to loans, 
multiple taxes from different regulatory                                                                                     
government agencies and foreign domination as 
challenges facing their operations at the nation’s sea-
ports. 

According to him, the foreigners have access to 
loans and enough ability to run the business, but the indigenous barge operators lack 
this. 
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Shippers’ Council Emphasizes Importance of INCOTERMS to Success of 
AfCFTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC) has said that to make maximum benefits 
from the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA), it is pertinent for 
stakeholders in trade and transport sectors to be conversant with International Com-
mercial Terms (INCOTERMS). 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of NCS, Mr. Hassan Bello said 
this on Thursday during a sensitisation workshop on INCOTERMS 2020. 

The workshop, which was organised by NSC in conjunction with International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC), was themed: INCOTERMS 2020: Necessity for Glob-
al Trade Transaction. 

Bello said adequate knowledge of the terms would help to mitigate trade disputes 
and litigation as well as waste of time and resources in international trade. 

“It is pertinent for every stakeholder in the trade and transport sector in Nigeria to 
be conversant with incoterms because it is not only relevant in international trade 

INCOTERMS 2020 
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but in local trade as well. When there is adequate understanding of the rules, it will 
mitigate trade dispute and litigation, waste of time and resources. AfCFTA started in 
Nigeria in January 2021 and Nigeria as the largest economy in Africa must put neces-
sary things to understand the right application in incoterms 2020 for Nigerian stake-
holders. He stated further that the document which was published in September 
2019 would help traders in making choices in trade terms that would benefit the 
economy of Nigeria. It will create awareness; one will be able to make appropriate 
choices of the rules in the trading transactions so that our economy will benefit from 
such rules. Most of you are aware that INCOTERMS are trade commercial terms and 
it is the international chamber of commerce to provide international rules for the in-
terpretation of commonly used terms of trade. They are also aimed at curtailing to a 
readable degree the disagreement and other things that associate with different inter-
pretations of such trade terms in different countries. Incoterms has gone through 
many amendments and the last is the recent version which is incoterms 2020, pub-
lished since October 2019." 

In her welcome address, the Secretary General of International Chamber of Com-
merce (ICC), Mrs Olubunmi Osuntuyi explained that the document is of great im-
portance as Nigerians go into international relationships. 

She added that it would help to raise germane questions on AfCFTA which will even-
tually lead to doing the right thing that will be beneficial to all. 

“This document became effective on first of January 
2021, it recognises that there are trade terms that we 
need to put in place so that we don’t short-change 
ourselves as we go into international relationship 
with exporters and importers. Bringing the stake-
holders together will create a dialogue for AfCFTA 
and for our economy rightly so that we can benefit 
from INCOTERMS and the new initiative in the 

continent”, she observed. 
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Shippers’ Council Mourns Patience Atop Owan  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Management and staff of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), has expressed 
shock over the death of Ms. Patience Atop Owan. Until her death, she was Assistant 
Director in the Consumer Affairs Department of the Council.  

Speaking during a solemn service held at the agency’s Headquarters in Lagos, the Ex-
ecutive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Hassan Bello, described Patience 
Owan as a dedicated staff of the Council. He was represented by the Director, Fi-
nance and Account, Dr. Daniel Bonat.  

 Dr. Bonat described her as a devoted Christian, a caring sister in the Catholic Chris-
tendom who believed so much in prayers. 

 ‘‘Even when sister Patience was admitted in the hospital at Abuja, she called me to 
pray for her. This has shown that she was indeed a devoted Christian. We pray to al-
mighty God to grant her eternal rest’’. He added. According to him, Patience’s words 
of advice would ever be remembered. 
Commenting, the Director, Consumer Affairs Department of the Council, Chief 
Cajetan Agu, said the agency was saddened by the sudden death of Patience Owan. 

According to him, Owan was a philanthropist, noting that the legacy she left behind 

Late Patience Atop Owan 
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would ever be remembered by the staff of the Council, especially the Consumer Af-
fair Department. 

Also commenting, Mr. Moses Abere, an Assistant Director in the Human Resources 
Department of the Council, said he hardly believed the news that Patience had left 
him. He said Patience Owan was a bosom friend and a woman he held in very high 
esteem in NSC. 
Other members of staff of the Council who commented on Patience Owan include 
Mrs. Austina Ogbonnaya, Mrs. Caroline Okparavero, among others. 
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Nigerian Shippers’ Council Embarks on a  

Corporate Social Responsibility Exercise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a socially responsible corporate entity, concerned with the wellbeing of the com-

munities in all the six geopolitical zones of Nigeria, the Nigerian Shippers’ Council 

has recently embarked on a corporate social responsibility exercise to the New        

Kuchingoro Internally Displaced People’s (IDP) camp, Abuja. 

Speaking at the event, Executive Secretary/Chief Executive Officer of the Council, 

Mr. Hassan Bello said the CSR is important, because it emphasizes support and em-

powerment to communities at the base of society. 

Board member of the NSC, Hajia Hauwa Mohammed, in her opening remark, called 

on the Federal Government to find lasting solutions to the needs of the displaced. 

She said the items donated are temporary and there is a need to put in place perma-

nent measures to alleviate the distress of these camp residents. 

Commissioner, National Commission for Refugees, Migrants and IDPs (NCFRMI), 

Sen. Basheer Mohammed, represented by the Chief Education Officer (IDPs), Mrs. 

Uju Igboko, while promising the items would be shared judiciously, said the humani-

tarian agency was planning for something more permanent like a resettlement city for 
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ARTHRITIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arthritis is an inflammation of the joints. It can affect one joint or multiple joints. 
There are more than 100 different types of arthritis, with different causes and treat-
ment methods. Two of the most common types are osteoarthritis (OA) and rheuma-
toid arthritis (RA). 

The symptoms of arthritis usually develop over time, but they may also appear sud-
denly. Arthritis is most seen in adults over the age of 65, but it can also develop in 
children, teens, and younger adults. Arthritis is more common in women than men 
and in people who are overweight. 

What are the symptoms of arthritis? 

Joint pain, stiffness, and swelling are the most common symptoms of arthritis. Your 
range of motion may also decrease, and you may experience redness of the skin 
around the joint. Many people with arthritis notice their symptoms are worse in the 
morning. 

In the case of RA, you may feel tired or experience a loss of appetite due to the in-
flammation the immune system’s activity causes. You may also become anemic — 
meaning your red blood cell count decreases — or have a slight fever. Severe RA can 
cause joint deformity if left untreated. 

How is arthritis diagnosed? 

Seeing your primary care physician is a good first step if you’re unsure who to see for 
an arthritis diagnosis. They will perform a physical exam to check for fluid around 
the joints, warm or red joints, and limited range of motion in the joints. Your doctor 
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can refer you to a specialist if needed. 

If you’re experiencing severe symptoms, you may choose to schedule an appointment 
with a rheumatologist first. This may lead to a faster diagnosis and treatment. 

Extracting and analyzing inflammation levels in your blood and joint fluids can help 
your doctor determine what kind of arthritis you have. Blood tests that check for spe-
cific types of antibodies like anti-CCP (anti-cyclic citrullinated peptide), RF 
(rheumatoid factor), and ANA (antinuclear antibody) are also common diagnostic 
tests. 

Doctors commonly use imaging scans such as X-ray, MRI, and CT scans to produce 
an image of your bones and cartilage. This is so they can rule out other causes of your 
symptoms, such as bone spurs. 

How is arthritis diagnosed? 

Seeing your primary care physician is a good first step if you’re unsure who to see for 
an arthritis diagnosis. They will perform a physical exam to check for fluid around 
the joints, warm or red joints, and limited range of motion in the joints. Your doctor 
can refer you to a specialist if needed. 

If you’re experiencing severe symptoms, you may choose to schedule an appointment 
with a rheumatologist first. This may lead to a faster diagnosis and treatment. 

Extracting and analyzing inflammation levels in 
your blood and joint fluids can help your doctor 
determine what kind of arthritis you have. Blood 
tests that check for specific types of antibodies like 
anti-CCP (anti-cyclic citrullinated peptide), RF 
(rheumatoid factor), and ANA (antinuclear 
antibody) are also common diagnostic tests. 

Doctors commonly use imaging scans such as X-ray, MRI, and CT scans to produce 
an image of your bones and cartilage. This is so they can rule out other causes of your 
symptoms, such as bone spurs. 

How is arthritis treated? 

The main goal of treatment is to reduce the amount of pain you’re experiencing and 
prevent additional damage to the joints. You’ll learn what works best for you in terms 
of controlling pain. Some people find heating pads and ice packs to be soothing. 
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Others use mobility assistance devices, like canes or walkers, to help take pressure off 
sore joints. 

Improving your joint function is also important. Your doctor may prescribe you a 
combination of treatment methods to achieve the best results. 

Medication 

Several different types of medication treat arthritis: 

 Analgesics, such as hydrocodone (Vicodin) or acetaminophen (Tylenol), are 
effective for pain management, but don’t help decrease inflammation. 

 Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), such as ibuprofen (Advil) and 
salicylates, help control pain and inflammation. Salicylates can thin the blood, 
so they should be used very cautiously with additional blood thinning 
medications. 

 Menthol or capsaicin creams block the transmission of pain signals from your 
joints. 

 Immunosuppressants like prednisone or cortisone help reduce inflammation. 

If you have RA, your doctor may put you on corticosteroids or disease-modifying 
antirheumatic drugs (DMARDs), which suppress your immune system. There are also 
many medications to treat OA available over the counter or by prescription. 

Surgery 

Surgery to replace your joint with an artificial one 
may be an option. This form of surgery is most 
performed to replace hips and knees. 

If your arthritis is most severe in your fingers or 
wrists, your doctor may perform a joint fusion. In 
this procedure, the ends of your bones are locked together until they heal and 
become one. 

Physical therapy 

Physical therapy involving exercises that help strengthen the muscles around the 
affected joint is a core component of arthritis treatment. 

What lifestyle changes can help people with arthritis? 

Weight loss and maintaining a healthy weight reduce the risk of developing OA and 
can reduce symptoms if you already have it. 
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Eating a healthy diet is important for weight loss. Choosing a diet with lots of 
antioxidants, such as fresh fruits, vegetables, and herbs, can help reduce 
inflammation. Other inflammation-reducing foods include fish and nuts. 

Foods to minimize or avoid if you have arthritis include fried foods, processed foods, 
dairy products, and high intakes of meat. 

Some research also suggests that gluten antibodies may be present in people with RA. 
A gluten-free diet may improve symptoms and disease progression. A 2015 study also 
recommends a gluten-free diet for all people who receive a diagnosis of 
undifferentiated connective tissue disease. 

Regular exercise will keep your joints flexible. Swimming is often a good form of 
exercise for people with arthritis because it doesn’t put pressure on your joints the 
way running, and walking do. Staying active is important, but you should also be sure 
to rest when you need to and avoid overexerting yourself. 

At-home exercises you can try include: 

 the head tilt, neck rotation, and other exercises to relieve pain in your neck 
 finger bends and thumb bends to ease pain in your hands 
 leg raises, hamstring stretches, and other easy exercises for knee arthritis 

What is the long-term outlook for people with 
arthritis? 

While there’s no cure for arthritis, the right 
treatment can greatly reduce your symptoms. 

In addition to the treatments your doctor 
recommends, you can make a few lifestyle changes 
that may help you manage your arthritis. 

 

Culled from healthline.com 
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Maritime Radio on Traffic Radio 96.9 FM 

Guests: Otunba Frank Ogunojemite, President, Africa Association of profes-
sional Freight Forwarders and Logistics of Nigeria (APFFLON) and Fwdr 
Marley Kudu, Treasurer, Africa Association of professional Freight Forward-
ers and Logistics of Nigeria (APFFLON) 

Presenter:  How are you today and how is business at the airport? 

Otunba Frank: Generally, looking at the business not only at the airport but the 
whole import operations, it is not what to write home about, we all hear what is hap-
pening concerning the movement of cargo from the port to the mainland which cost 
millions of Naira. Look at the distress between the importers and the freight forward-
ers having such consignment, people are passing through terrible times, it not some-
thing that is easy but it could be better. 

Presenter: Let’s try and educate our listeners coming to our focus of discussion on 
the Practitioners’ Operational Fees? What exactly is POF?  

Fwdr Marley Kudu: POF is practitioner’s money that needs to be collected and at 
the moment the regulators are not actually living up to expectation and we share that 
at this moment this money should not be collected, because one, there have not be-
ing any program and this money is meant for all the freight forwarders to care for 
their benefit, and the practitioners are not actually enjoying the benefit of CFFRN 
and that is why they are protesting that the money should not be collected.  

Presenter: CFFRN, is that the body regulating freight forwarders in Nigeria?  

Fwdr Marley Kudu: Yes. 

Presenter: So, they are not meeting the needs of the freight forwarders? 

Fwdr Marley Kudu: They are not meeting the needs of the freight forwarders be-
cause there are a lot of challenges at the seaport and the airports and they are meant 
to be there for the freight forwarder to resolve the challenges they are actually facing, 
and because they are not there for them, that is why we said things should not be 
done at this time. Until we go back to the drawing board and they are ready to do the 
needful.  

Presenter: When you talk about the drawing board, what should the drawing board 
be? 

Fwdr Marley Kudu: What I mean by drawing board is that all the challenges that 
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freight forwarders are facing either in the sea or in the land borders, or in the air 
needs to be addressed, because we have quite a number of challenges in the seaport. 
Usually, you can take your containers, between one hundred and fifty and two hun-
dred thousand (N152,000), out of the seaport, but today it is about 1 Million Naira 
and which is a great challenge. Another challenge is the shipping companies are over 
charging the clearing agents. Also, if you look at the airports, it the same thing, they 
keep on increasing handling charges without any direction or focus and these are 
things that the regulatory body needs to come and handle these issues and harmo-
nize them properly.   

Presenter: Well in as much as I know the Council, I mean the Nigerian Shipper’s 
Council, has been intervening often times with the shipping companies, can we talk  
about these charges you just mentioned?  

Otunba Frank: I will like to expanciate on most of the things Mr. kudu talked about, 
you see the issue of POF which is part of the things that has established the heart of 
the CRFFN itself, at this time can not be collected, let me tell you, the reason why I 
am saying that is because, at the moment there is no board and governing council, as 
their tenure has expired. 

 Presenter: When you say there is no board at the CRFFN (Council) but we know 
that there are some people who have being there? We have the registrar...  

Otunba Frank: If you look at section 3 that establish the CRFFN, there is a focus, of 
a platform to operate which must have council members on board, at the moment 
nobody is on board. And all the delegates, their tenure has being terminated, how 
would you collect POF without these people to function. Secondly, they are not pre-
paring for elections and not only that… 

Presenter: But how often should that election of the Council be? 

Otunba Frank: Basically, this is supposed to be every two years but they are trying to 
extend it forcefully and we would have to seek justice for it, 
they cannot continue to stay on board because there is an Act. 
This Act regulates the Council, you can’t just operate as if you 
are in your room or like it is your private business, so we have 
to follow the diligence of the Act that established the Council 
itself. And these are the people that have being alleged of mis-
appropriations of a budget and they want to handle money. 
And in these times where the country is going through a pan-
demic, and you want to add burden on the people. So as this 
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time, POF cannot be collected.    

Presenter: When you say the POF cannot be collected now, when should it be col-
lected? 

 Otunba Frank: First, there must be a lot of things in operations. Election must take 
place and have people in the Council, you must sensitize people, you must educate 
the freight forwarders on the reasons why this money should be collected and how it 
should be collected. This is very important, and not only that, no government will 
say they should hinder the Ease of Doing Business when we are going through a lot 
of things in our port operations.   

Presenter: Let’s look at the percentage of this POF that we are talking about? What is 
the percentage of the fee? 

Fwdr Marley Kudu: The percentage of the fee, what we are trying to look at here is 
not whether it is meager or much, as far as we don’t have the regulatory, members on 
board, one person cannot decide what he feels the regulatory body should be able to 
take, and most likely, my president has just said this money is not suppose to be col-
lected at this time based on the challenges the country, not just the country, the 
whole world is facing. The issue of COVID-19, people can hardly eat, and so coming 
up with orders will increase the challenges of what we are facing. In the seaport, air-
port and land borders.   

Presenter: Ok! Let’s still talk more on the modalities of this. Should all that you are 
hoping for later come to the light of day and things are put into shape and we have 
these fees being collected. What will the benefit this fee will bring to Practitioners 
and also the end user of some of these goods that are being imported? What are the 

benefits of the fee?   

Otunba Frank: The purpose of this fee is meant 
to do good for all of us. It is meant for capacity 
building, to provide training and for the freight 
forwarders. 
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Dry Bulk Market: Capesize Market Softens with  

Low Activity in Both Basins 

A more tempered week saw rates soften across all routes with low activity in both ba-
sins. Resilience and strong optimism remain from Owners, yet the tailwinds from 
smaller classes turned to headwinds early in the week as market sentiment across 
shipping and commodities took a downward turn. The Capesize rates followed suit 
through until Thursday before posting a small up-tick. The 5TC opened the week at 

$19,437 to close out the week down $423 at 
$19,014. The Brazil to China C3 was slightly down 
$0.71 to $21.04 and the West Australia to China C5 
was down $0.104 to $9.223. Both very modest 
drops with Owners showing no signs of panic. News 
out of Vales northern Brazil rail line had iron ore 
cargoes being affected by a slip incident yet flow 
continues. 

 

Panamax 

The Panamax 5 time-charter average yielded a loss of $1,326 on the week to publish 
on closing at $25,447, which is a realistic reflection of the corrective week the Pana-
max market has experienced following last week’s dramatic rises. Rates in the Atlantic 
basin eased as demand faltered and pressure slowly built on the nearby position with 
fewer options for Owners to consider. The Asian market proved to be something of a 
two-tier market, the north supported with healthy grain demand ex NoPac with rates 
typically around $29/30,000 for 82,000-dwt agreed occasionally. Further south, pres-
sure built in the southern positions with limited activity here. The resultant large 
spread between the bid and offer curtailed activity with nearby tonnage reducing 
rates to get fixed. Late in the week there were some murmurs of a rebound, aided by 
renewed support in FFA’s. It will be interesting to see how this plays out next week. 

 

Ultramax/Supramax 

There was a change of direction with rates easing in most areas including Asia. De-
spite the overall negativity, news of period activity still surfaced with a 63,000-dwt 
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new building being fixed for one year at $20,500. The Atlantic saw less fresh enquiry 
from the US Gulf, a 58,000-dwt fixing a petcoke cargo to west coast central America 
at around $26,000. Further south, rates from east coast south America eased as well, 
a 57,000-dwt being linked to a trans-Atlantic run in the mid/upper $20,000s. In 
Asia, a 63,000-dwt was reported fixed basis delivery Singapore for a trip via Indonesia 
redelivery India at $28,500. Otherwise, a 55,000-dwt fixed a trip basis delivery south 
China via Philippines with nickel ore redelivery south China in the mid $20,000s. 
There was still enquiry from the Indian Ocean. A 58,000-dwt fixing a coal run from 
Richards Bay to west coast India at $16,250 plus $625,000 ballast bonus. 

 

Handysize 

At the beginning of the week, the BHSI had its first 
decline since mid-January and the trend continued 
for the rest of the week. The Atlantic basin softened 
with all routes losing value. East coast South Ameri-
ca moved sharply lower and broke the barrier of 
$30,000/day on the relevant HS3 route in the mid-

dle of the week. There was a feeling of limited cargoes whilst the tonnage was build-
ing up and some brokers commented on more vessels ballasting down to east coast 
South America from the US Gulf to perform trans-Atlantic cargo. The market in east 
remained firm according to the fixtures reported. The difference on rates between 
Far East delivery and Southeast Asia delivery appeared to be minimal. All of the Pa-
cific routes are still currently at the highest level since 38,000-dwt was used as the 
benchmark vessel in January 2020. 

Source: The Baltic Briefing 
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Did you know? 
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PHOTO NEWS COLUMN!!! 
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“Sail away from the safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”  

― Anonymous  
 “We cannot control the wind, but we can direct the sail.”  

― Robin Lee Graham  
“Work like a captain, play like a pirate.”  

― Jacques Yves Cousteau  
 “Home is where the anchor drops.”  

― Joshua Slocum  

Published by the Office of the ES/CEO and Public Relations Unit 

To bridge information gaps in the Council. 


